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Regional Variation of Stone Vessels in Predynastic Egypt

Keita Takenouchi*

Abstract

In Predynastic Egypt, there was a material evidence of significant regional variation in Upper Egypt. This
regional variation was pronounced in the late Naqada I to early II, but disappeared by the middle Naqada II.
Although previous studies have discussed about the regionality, almost all of them dealt with only mass-produced
goods such as pottery and lithic and high-valuable objects have been ignored. Therefore, the stone vessel as the
most valuable items in this period should be analyzed.

Regional production system of the stone vessels is assumed not to be autonomous production in each site,
but intensive production in limited large political centers such as El-Amrah, Naqada, and Hierakonpolis where
stone vessels were probably produced by specialized craftsmen. In fact, stone vessels have been found in larger
quantities at large center than small center. Then, it is reasonable to assume that the finished products were
supplied from the large centers to other areas (possible small sites). This is why the distribution pattern of stone
vessels should be interpreted from a viewpoint of production and distribution.

This paper aims to analyze regional variation of stone vessels and provide a viewpoint about distribution
pattern of high-valuable goods. In this analysis, stone vessels unearthed from 15 Predynastic sites in Upper and
Lower Egypt were selected. The selected sites were divided into three areas in Upper Egypt; Badari area, Naqada
area, and Abydos area. Firstly, I analyzed regional differences based on the shape and material of stone vessels
in each area through Naqada IC to IIIB. Next, the classification was examined according to the patterns of the
regional differences in each period, and finally transition of regional variation of stone vessels was traced.

As a result, regional variation of stone vessels was not disappeared in the mid of Naqada II, but widespread
through the Predynastic period. It is possible that this result is due to the differentiation of production center and
the sophistication of distribution system.
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